
CHEROKEE HIKING CLUB 2018 HIKE AND EVENT SCHEDULE 

JANUARY 

January 19, 2018  Friday  Section hike on the BMT  from TN 68 to Coker Creek, then up to Coker Creek 
Falls. This is a BMT organized hike. Leaders Ed and Clare Sullivan. 7 miles, moderate. For further 
information, contact Ed or Clare at Edsulli@gmail.com or clare7982@gmail.com. 

January 25-28, 2018  Friday - Sunday - Pigeon Forge TN. Southeastern Foot Trails Coalition SEFTC, Winter 
Hikes in the Smokies.  Register at Southeasternfoottrails.org, discounted rooms at Music Road Inn. 
Contact Rich Harris for more information. 

FEBRUARY 

February 1, 2018 Thursday   Harrison Bay State Park,  Bay Point Loop Trail 4.3 miles easy.  Afterwards we 
will lunch either in Ooltewah or Cleveland.  To carpool, meet in Cleveland at Bradley Square Mall in front 
of the former KMART location at the northern end of the Mall at 9 am. Travel time to Harrison Bay SP is 
about 40 minutes.  Leaders: Ruth and Clayton Pannell 

February 7, 2018  Wednesday  Section Hike on the BMT from Kimsey Highway to Thunderock 
Campground.  This is a BMT organized hike.  5.7 miles moderate, mostly downhill. Long Shuttle. 
Possibility of doing a "key exchange"  if enough sign up. Spectacular hike along mostly a ridge.  Kimsey 
'highway" is a historic Indian trail. Contact Hike Leaders Tom Sewell at SewellTom@yahoo.com, or by 
text to 706-669-6406 or Tim Holby 828-361-4205. 

February 8, 2018 Thursday  Club Meeting at 6 pm Michael's Restaurant, 862 US 411 in Etowah, 
Tennessee  

February 10, 2018  Saturday  Rocky Flats Trail - Two or five miles refurbished trail,  rated moderate.  
Along  the trail is the former home site of the Hollinghead's .  Chris Hollinghead who grew up here as a 
child (currently a teacher at TPHS) will interpret the site and share memories of growing up there.  His 
dad and uncle will join us to share their memories (which were documented in the book "Papaw's 
Tales". Afterwards, those who wish a short hike can return to vehicles along Doublecamp Creek Road. 
Those who want a longer hike will continue on to Warden Fields where we will have our shuttle vehicles. 
Afterwards we may go to a restaurant in Tellico Plains for supper. Contact hike leader Rich Harris 
(aHarrisRi@aol.com) to sign up or for questions.  Meet at the Cherohala Skyway Visitor Center in Tellico 
Plains at 9 am to carpool.  Dogs on lease welcome.  

February 17, 2018  Saturday  Savage Gulf hike.   Hike the Savage Gulf day loop (4.2 miles) with a side 
hike out and back (0.5 miles) to Savage Gulf Falls.  Rated moderate.  Meet at the park and ride in the SW 
quadrant of exit I-75 and Georgetown road (Exit 25) in Cleveland adjacent to the service station at 8:15 
am  to carpool to Savage Gulf Ranger Station to begin hike. Pack a lunch to eat on the trail. Hike leader 
Jack Callahan 

MARCH 

March 8, 2018  Club Meeting  Location TBD 

March 10, 2018 Saturday  Unicoi Turnpike Trail from Unicoi Gap to Joe Brown Highway, approximately 
2.5 miles, easy. Meet at Food City Parking lot in Etowah, TN at 10 am to carpool to Coker Creek. 



Alternate meet up location at Coker Creek VC at 10:45 am. Trail passes remains of a CCC camp, as well 
as old gold mine site, tollgate site, and several grave sites.  Hike leaders Ruth and Clayton Pannell.   

March 17, 2018 Saturday  St Patty's day Hike at Bald River Falls  moderate with a few short pitches. Dogs 
on leash welcome. Hikers wear green to celebrate the occasion. Meet at Cherohala Visitor Center in 
Tellico Plains, TN at 9 am to carpool to trailhead. Group will decide to do 5 mile hike with shuttle or up 
to 10 miles in and out.  Hike leaders Rick and Brenda Harris  After hike, Harris's are inviting hikers to stop 
by their home for snacks and green beverages.  For arrangements to spend night either before or after 
hike, contact the Harris's. 

March 20, 2018 Tuesday   Turtletown Falls hike, rated  4.5 miles easy to moderate. Road to trailhead 
fords a stream.  Meet at Cherohala Visitor Center in Tellico Plains to carpool to trailhead.  (Alternate 
location to meet if coming from Tellico Plains area is the Post Office in Farner.)There is limited parking at 
trailhead and high clearance vehicle needed for access road to trailhead. Meet at Cherohala VC in Tellico 
Plains  at 10 am to carpool.  Hike leader Sue Robinson...contact Sue to make arrangements if meeting at 
Farner location.  

March 26, 2018  Monday  Ijams Nature Center,  2915 Island Home Ave, Knoxville, TN.  See website at 
Ijams.org for complete overview of the facilities.  Numerous trails to select from but a must do is the 
trail along the river and its access trail of approximately 4 miles. Rated easy to moderate.   Bring a lunch 
and we will picnic in the area. Free admission, but the zip line and some other activities have fees. 
Currently do not plan to do anything but hike. There are approximately 12 miles of trail in the center. 
Dog friendly on a leash.  Meet at the Home Depot (near the nursery center) in Cleveland on Paul Huff 
Parkway at 8:30 am to carpool to Knoxville.  Hike Leader Jack Callahan 

March 31, 2018  Saturday   Pocket Wilderness Wildflower/Rock town Hike at Pigeon Mountain, GA .  The 
walk is an 800 foot boardwalk on the Shirley Miller Wildflower trail.  The boardwalk guides the hikers 
through the wildflowers while protecting one of the finest areas for wildflowers in Georgia. Following 
this walk we will have lunch at the Pigeon Mountain Grill. Next we will travel to the two mile Rocktown 
hike, rated easy. This area contains several  acres of large sandstone boulders , making it a very popular 
area for rock climbers. This is a fee area...the best deal is the one year Senior Sportsman's license for $7, 
unless you are a resident of Georgia and then the  Sportsman's license is free. Must  be age 65 or over 
for the Senior discount.  Meet at the Food City parking lot , 2310 Mc Grady Drive (off APD 40) at 9 am to 
carpool.  Hike leader  Ann Gray 

APRIL 

April 14,2018  Saturday  Walls of Jericho, located in Alabama, north of Scottsboro.    Hike Leader Jennifer 
Schroll  Details to follow. 

April 12, 2018 Thursday  Club Meeting at 6 pm  we will meet at Lettie (Burris)and Jim Whisman's home, 
7640 Gann Road, Hixson, TN 37343. Jim will treat us to a tour of his goat farm.  Pot luck supper.  

April 7th, 2018 Saturday  Ocawassee Festival to be held at Gee Creek  campground and day use area in 
the Hiwassee/Ocoee State Park.  Leon Bates will lead two hikes, one at 10 am and the second at 2 pm to 
discuss local wildflowers.  This will be updated as the park publishes its schedule. 

April 21, 2018  Saturday  John Muir trail cleanup Meet at Childers Creek trailhead in Reliance, TN at 9 
am.  Hike leaders Jack Callahan and Clayton Pannell 



April 24-28, 2018  Tuesday-Saturday  Spring Wildflower Pilgrimage in the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park. See website at springwildflowerpilgrimage.org. Leon Bates will be giving several 
presentations during this event. 

April 27-29, 2018   Friday, Saturday, Sunday.  Backpacking trip from Carvers Gap to Highway 19E, a 
distance of 16.5 miles.  Strenuous.  Spend first night on Grassy Ridge, second night in Bradley Gap.  This 
hike is limited to six and is currently full.  If there is sufficient interest we can add a second group.  
Contact  Jack  Callahan (jackn1945@bellsouth.net)  to inquire and put your name on the list for the 
second group.  Buddy Arnold will lead the second group and we will hike together at times. We will use 
the shuttle provided by Mountain Harbor Hostel on Hwy 19E. 

MAY 

May 5, 2018  Saturday  Bob Bald Hike Approximately 7 miles roundtrip, moderate.  If there is sufficient 
interest, this hike may be modified to an overnight backpacking trip (5-6 May) for new hikers interested 
in getting into backpacking.  Maximum number of 12 hikers.  Hike Leader James Anderson 423-715-
8824. Hikers must contact James to make arrangements.  

May 8-12, 2018  Tuesday-Saturday   Wilderness Wildlife Week in Pigeon Forge.  Numerous hikes and 
events. Leon Bates will be giving several lectures on wildflowers.  See www.mypigeonforge.com for 
details. 

May 10, 2018  Thursday   Club Meeting at 6 pm  Location to be determined. 

May 12, 2018 Saturday   Beech Gap to Warden Fields Approximately 12 miles, difficult, with several 
stream crossings. Begin at Beech Gap and follow Fodderstack Trail then down either North Fork or South 
Fork Citico Creek Trails depending on water levels in streams. Another option is to utilize Pine Ridge Trail 
if water is too high. Meet at 7 am at the Tellico Plains Visitor Center in Tellico Plains TN to car pool to 
Beech Gap, or meet at Beech Gap at 8 am. Supper in Tellico Plains afterward.  Hike Leader Rick Harris.  

May 14, 2018  Monday  Big Frog Loop Hike  approximately 11 miles, rated strenuous due to distance and 
elevation gain.  Hike begins on Lick Log trailhead on FS 221, following Lick Log to top of Big Frog 
Mountain, then down Big Frog trail to Fork Ridge trail to Rough Creek trail and then back to Lick log and 
point of beginning.  Meet at  Thunderock trailhead adjacent to Thunderock campground just below TVA 
Powerhouse #3 at 8 am to carpool to trailhead. Hike Leader  Jack Callahan   

May 21-25, 2018  Monday-Friday Club campout at Roan Mountain State Park. We will do several day 
hikes including a one day hike to Grassy Ridge over Jane and Round Bald, and a hike from the Barn 
Shelter to Little Hump Mountain.  these two hikes are moderately strenuous to strenuous due to the 
elevation gain and grade. Lengths are in the 5 mile range for each.  One day trip will include a trip to 
numerous waterfalls just across the state line into North Carolina. Jack has reserved a shelter for 
Monday and Thursdays so we may join as a group for meals and discuss the upcoming hikes and critique 
them on the last night. Each person is responsible for making their own reservations in the campground 
or at one of the cabins in the park. Hike leader Jack Callahan. 

JUNE 

June 2, 2018  Saturday  Mud Gap to Pheasant Fields Approximately 8 miles, moderate difficulty. This will 
cover a section of the BMT with a stop on Whigg Meadow. Will require a somewhat lengthy shuttle. 



Meet at the Tellico Plains Visitor Center in Tellico Plains, TN, at 8 am to determine carpool needs. 
Possible supper in Tellico Plains afterward.  Hike Leader Jack Callahan. 

June 7-11, 2018  Thursday - Monday Camping trip to Mt Pisgah campground and lodge, on the Blue 
Ridge Parkway, about 20 miles south of Ashville,  NC. Numerous day hikes including Graveyard Fields, 
2.3 miles, Shinning Rock Wilderness 8.4 miles with some shorter options, and Mt Pisgah trail, 3.6 miles. 
Difficulty ratings vary depending upon individual trails selected.   Most are moderate due to elevation 
gain.  Meet at Mt Pisgah campground on the afternoon of June 7th. The campground and Inn fill quickly 
so reservations should be made ASAP. Reservations may be made up to 6 months in advance. The 
campground includes sites for tent as well as RV site, with hot water showers. No water, sewer or power 
hookups available. Rates are $20 per night, while rooms in the inn are in the $170 per night range.  
Contact Buddy Arnold at 601-415-3551 or we_arnold@bellsouth.net. 

June 14, 2018, Thursday  Club Meeting Location to be determined 

June 15, 2018  Friday  Scenic Spur to Rainbow Falls in the Ocoee/Reliance area. Distance 3.2 miles, 
moderate with two stream crossings  which can be crossed with rock hoping unless recent rains, then 
hiking poles are recommended. Meet at the Clemmer Trailhead parking lot at 9:30 am.  Hike Leader  
Clare Sullivan, 404-847-0872, or clare7982@gmail.com. 

June 23, 2018  Saturday  Piney Falls hike in Grandview TN  Approximately 3 miles fairly easy trail.  Hike 
Leader  Sue Robinson.  Carpool details to be arranged based on where hikers are coming from.  Contact 
Sue if you are interested in making this hike to get details. 

JULY 

July 12, 2018  Thursday  Club Meeting   Location to be arranged 

July 15, 2018  Sunday   Hiwassee River Float Trip  Float from Gee Creek put in to Patty Bridge. Everyone 
responsible for their own water craft, safety equipment, and snacks. Each person must have and wear a 
lifejacket.  Meet at the Gee Creek Campground (on Hiwassee River upstream from Highway 411 bridge 
approximately 0.75 miles) at 2 pm, and we will organize shuttles and catch the rising water when the 
turbines begin releasing.  Event organizer  Clayton and Ruth Pannell, 423-263-9730 or 423-435-1848, or 
crpannell@comcast.net  

July 19-22, 2018  Thursday-Sunday   Four day three night backpacking trip from Newfound Gap to Cosby 
Campground in the Smokies.  Trails- AT and Snake Den, approximately 25 miles, strenuous.  day one, 2.7 
miles to Icewater Springs Shelter, day two 7.7 miles to Pecks Corner shelter, day three 5.3 miles to 
Tricorner Knob shelter, day four 9.0 miles to Cosby Campground.  Special considerations-need to 
coordinate shuttle or arrange for commercial shuttle from Cosby to Newfound Gap.  May want to camp 
in Cosby Campground on either end of the hike. Limit to 4 or 5 hikers due to difficulty to get permits for 
shelters.  Shelters must be used, no tent camping.  Hike Leader  Buddy Arnold  601-415-3551 or 
we_arnold@bellsouth.net.  Must contact Buddy at least two months prior to hike date to begin to make 
arrangements for shuttle, reservations, etc.  Great way to get a portion of the AT if you are a section 
hiker.  Some of the best views in the Smokies, especially from Charlie's Bunion, and Eagle Rock.  

July 23, 2018  Monday  Tour of the VW assembly plant in Chattanooga.  Tours last approximately 1.5 
hours, beginning at 11:30 am.  Restrictions apply- no cell phones, no cameras, no flip flops, no heels, no 
open toed shoes, no shorts, no skirts, no dresses.  Long  pants and close toed shoes must be worn. 
Maximum in group cannot exceed 20. Must provide first and last names of attendees 48 hours prior 



tour. Meet at Home Depot parking lot at 10 am on Paul Puff Parkway in Cleveland to carpool. Event 
Leader  Jack Callahan 423-284-7885 or jackn1945@bellsouth.net.  Must contact Jack at least one week 
prior to event date to get on the attendee list. After the tour we will eat lunch near the plant or on the 
way back to Cleveland.  

AUGUST 

August 7, 2018  Tuesday  Tellus Science Museum, Cartersville, GA This a non-hiking hot weather event.  
We will visit the Tellus Museum, a Smithsonian Institute  affiliate natural history and science museum. 
Following the museum, we will have a buffet lunch at Grand Oaks Mansion, in downtown Cartersville.  
Museum cost is $13.95 for seniors and $15.95 for non-seniors. Buffet lunch is $15 per person, which 
includes buffet, drinks and desert, in a circa 1901 Victorian style mansion.  Event Leader  Ann Gray  Meet 
in the Food City parking lot at 2310 McGrady Drive (off APD 40) at 8:30 am.  Attendees must contact 
Ann at least one month in advance to make reservations for the buffet.  

No Club Meeting Scheduled this month.  

August 11, 2018  Saturday  Hiwassee River float trip  Gee Creek Campground  put In to Patty Bridge  
Meet at Gee Creek put in at 2:00 pm adjacent to the group camping area and we will organize shuttle.  
Everyone is responsible for their own watercraft, and necessary equipment.  Life preservers must be 
worn.  Bring your own water and snacks.  Event Leader  Clayton and Ruth Pannell 
crpannell@comcast.net, ruthm.pannell@yahoo.com, 423-263-9730 

August 17-26, 2018 Friday-Sunday   Backpacking trip in the Weminuche Wilderness Area in southern 
Colorado.  Trip will involve riding the Durango/Silverton train to Elk Creek trailhead, hiking a 38.5 mile 
loop with approximately 8000 foot elevation gain, six days and five nights. Two passes will involve hiking 
through gaps with elevations of around 12500 foot elevation. Hike will conclude with train ride from 
Needleton trailhead back to Durango. Actual hike will begin on August 19 and conclude on August 24, 
with cushion time on each end for acclimation to elevation and one day down time in Durango.  Hike 
Leader Jack Callahan   Note: This hike is currently full..if you are interested in more detail and to be put 
on the waiting list, contact Jack at jackn1945@bellsouth.net. 

SEPTEMBER 

September 7, 2018  Friday  Murphy River Walk, Murphy, NC  Easy 3 mile round trip, well graded, some 
paved, and some boardwalk sections of the trail, with portions along the Hiwassee and Valley rivers. 
Walk will include a discussion of "date nails" at the Historic L&N railroad bridge across the Valley River. 
After the walk we will eat at "Shoebooty" restaurant in downtown Murphy.  Meet behind the Ocoee  
Hardees on US 411 at 9 am to carpool to Murphy. For those nearer to Murphy, plan on meeting at 
10:30am at the trailhead parking lot adjacent to the old L&N railroad depot on Hiwassee Street in 
Murphy on the left just after you cross the Hiwassee river bridge.  Hike Leader Jack Callahan 
jackn1945@bellsouth.net. 

September 13, 2018  Thursday  Club Meeting hosted by Ann and Bill Gray, at their home.  Pizza night, 
meeting will begin at 6 pm.  The Grays address is 2349 Varnell Road, Cleveland, TN 37311. 423-240-
8863. 

September 14-15, 2018  Friday-Saturday.  Hike to Len Foote Inn and spend Friday night at the Inn.   Cost 
for single occupancy is $122, and double occupancy is $175.  Includes supper and breakfast. Hike is 



approximately 5 miles each way, moderate.  See hike-inn.com for more information.  The signup date 
for this event was January 13th.  Hike leader Ruth Pannell, 423-263-9730. 

OCTOBER 

October 6, 2018 Saturday  Hike from Clingman's Dome parking lot to Andrews Bald and return.  
Approximately 3.6 miles round trip, moderately strenuous. Meet at the parking lot at Clingman's Dome 
at 10 am, bring lunch and sufficient water for the trip.   Hike Leader Ruth Pannell, 423-263-9730, 
ruthm.pannell@yahoo.com.  Carpooling options and possible overnight camping at Smokemont 
Campground details to be developed as we get closer to the event.  

October 11, 2018  Thursday  Club Meeting Hosted by Phyllis and James Anderson at their home.  Pot 
luck, meeting to begin at 6 pm.   

October 13, 2018 Saturday  John Muir trail cleanup.  Approximately 3 miles.  Meet at Childers Creek 
parking lot trailhead  at 9 am.  Bring water ,lunch, cutting tools and safety gear.  Hike leaders Clayton 
Pannell and Jack Callahan. Jack1945@bellsouth.net. 

October 21-26, 2018  Sunday-Friday   Club campout at Big South Fork National River and Recreational 
Area.  Club has reserved the Group camping area A for the week, which includes the shelter, and 
bathrooms with hot showers. camping spaces do not have electricity or water hookups.  Cost per person 
will be determined by days of attendance, typically around $10 per person. .   Events will include 
numerous day hikes of various lengths and difficulty.  Evenings in shelter  after the meals will include 
cards, and slide show presentations from earlier hikes and events by various members.  And  lots of 
firewood burned.   Event Leader  Clayton and Ruth Pannell  crpannell@comcast.net, 
ruthm.pannell@yahoo.com.  

NOVEMBER 

 November 8, 2018  Thursday   Club Meeting   Location to be determined. 

November 24, 2018 Saturday    Linda Davis Memorial Greenway Hike, Cleveland, TN.   Eight mile round 
trip easy paved walkway on the Cleveland Greenway  (may do less at your option).  Hike will begin at 
Rader Drive Pavilion, near the middle of the greenway.   This hike will be cancelled in case of rain.  Hike 
Leader Randy Morris, 423-650-0485 the night before the hike to confirm the hike is on.   

November 30, 2018  Tuesday  Tour of Canyon Creek    Details to be determined. 

DECEMBER  

December 8, 2018  Saturday   Club Christmas Party  Will be a catered event with the installation of 
officers.  Details to be determined.       

            

   

 


